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EDITORIAL 277 

Executive Committee recommends that the American Philological 
Association approve the formation of a National Classical League, 
upon the Executive Committee of which there shall be representa- 
tion of the leading classical associations in the United States." 
This resolution was passed by vote without dissent. The Institute 
had previously passed a similar resolution. The constitution of 
the league will be drafted in its final form at a meeting of the league's 
temporary Executive Committee, to be held in July, 191 9. 

The officers elected for the coming year are as follows: President, 
Professor John A. Scott, Northwestern University; Vice-Presidents, 
Professor Walton B. McDaniel, University of Pennsylvania; Pro- 
fessor Clifford H. Moore, Harvard University; Secretary and 
Treasurer, Professor Clarence P. Bill, Western Reserve University; 
Executive Committee, the above-named officers and Professor 
Francis G. Allinson, Brown University; Professor H. R. Fairclough, 
Leland Stanford Junior University; Professor R. M. Gummere, 
Penn Charter School; Professor Angie Clara Chapin, Wellesley 
College; Professor Duane Reed Stuart, Princeton University. 

Three institutions desired to become the hosts of the Association 
next December. The Executive Committee decided to accept the 
invitation to meet in Toronto. M. N. W. 



A FIELD FOR THE AMERICAN CLASSICAL LEAGUE 

The existing classical organizations of the United States have 
done an admirable work. Teachers of Greek and Latin have been 
drawn into closer touch with one another, with much mutual benefit 
in the way of information and inspiration; and through the estab- 
lishment of official organs, now widely circulated, matters of pro- 
fessional interest are systematically brought to the attention of 
teachers everywhere. 

Existing agencies have thus very successfully cared for what 
might be called the "inside relations"; but there is a wide field of 
outside relations that has as yet scarcely been touched. Thus, for 
example, we write strong papers in defense of the classics and waste 
them on audiences that are already convinced; and this we do 
simply because we have no machinery whereby to bring these 
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papers to the attention of very different and much larger audiences 
that need to be educated to the value of cultural studies in general 
and to the worth of the classics in particular. 

The American Classical League could find here a task of the 
highest importance, with a twofold objective: (1) to acquaint the 
classical teacher more fully with the trend of present-day educa- 
tional discussion, so that he may himself understand more clearly 
the place of the classics in a twentieth-century program of high- 
school studies, and thus be better prepared to defend his position 
intelligently; (2) to secure a hearing for the advocates of the 
classics in journals read by the general educational public. 

At this point there is much need of missionary effort. All sorts 
of misconceptions abound. The critics of the classics are generally 
densely ignorant as to present-day conditions and methods of 
teaching Greek and Latin, they are deluded by the supposed find- 
ings of the experimental psychologist, and they are caught by the 
pseudo-professional cant of the times. (In this connection note 
the following classic copied from a school letterhead: "Our High 
School's Aim: 'A democratized program of studies for each student 
pursued amid a socialized environment with content of each sub- 
ject vitalized with vocational functioning.'") 

Moreover, the enemy is intrenched in the Modern School and 
subsidized by the Rockefeller millions. Never was there a time 
when the situation confronting classics in the schools was so critical. 
There is a huge task ahead, and the fight must be waged on a grand 
scale. The heavy guns of the Princeton Conference spoke with a 
sound that drew the attention of the whole country, and it now 
remains promptly to follow up the impression already made. 

The chief difficulty is that of adequate financial support; the 
problem is to float the new venture without impairing the resources 
of the agencies that are now so well caring for the inside relations. 
Earnest thought must be given to this aspect of the situation, and 
a solution must be found. For the need of a general forward move- 
ment is so pressing that every teacher of the classics and every 
believer in the value of cultural studies in the high-school course 
should put his shoulder to the wheel with a will. A little later 
may be too late. 



EDITORIAL 279 

One other point. The Modern (Lincoln) School, proposes to 
have the best of teachers and every advantage that money can 
buy. Obviously such an "experiment" is bound to be a "suc- 
cess"; and the school was established under cover of such a deadly 
assault upon Latin that any degree of efficiency developed by it 
will in the public mind be credited not so much to the unusually 
favorable conditions under which the work was done as to the 
exclusion from the curriculum of the "obsolete and discredited 
classics." 

This issue could be met squarely only by estabhshing a rival 
experimental classical school, wherein new methods could be tried 
out under like favorable conditions. Later, results could be com- 
pared with those secured by the "Modern School"; and from such 
a comparison the classical school would have nothing to fear. 

To hope that any such fair play will be secured for the classics 
may seem an idle dream, for of course we cannot compete with the 
Rockefeller millions. But it is not beyond the realm of possibility 
that some strong classical school could be induced to alter its 
program sufficiently to serve the purpose of a test such as is here 
proposed. If the American Classical League could engineer some 
such project it would render a service the value of which would 
be hard to measure. 

H. C. N. 

OUR ANNUAL MEETING 

Announcement is made by the Executive Committee that the 
annual meeting of the Classical Association of the Middle West 
and South will be held this year at Atlanta, Georgia. The 
Association will be the guest of Emory University, Oglethorpe 
University, the Georgia School of Technology, and the city of 
Atlanta through its representative commercial bodies. The date 
has been fixed for April 10, n, 12. The full program is promised 
for the March number of the Journal. This program will be made 
up in part from papers requested by the Program Committee, and 
in part from papers offered by members. Those who desire to 
offer papers should send their titles to the secretary, Professor 
Louis E. Lord, 541 West 123d Street, New York City. 



